
 
 

Newsletter Date 12/20/14 

Volume 1, Issue 3 

 

 

BruĐe ParrǇ 

ϭϮ/Ϭ4/ϭ4 

 

 

SeasoŶ’s GreeiŶgs froŵ CVO! 

 

CVO ǁishes eǀerǇoŶe a ǀerǇ HappǇ HolidaǇ seasoŶ! 
As ǁe Đeleďrate, let us all 
thiŶk aďout the Ŷeed for peaĐe iŶ the ǁorld aŶd 
good ǁill toǁards our ďrothers 

aŶd sisters aĐross the plaŶet! 

CVO ǁill ĐoŶiŶue to groǁ aŶd deǀelop iŶ the Đoŵ-
iŶg Ǉear, ǁhiĐh ǁill ďe a Ǉear of traŶsiioŶ. We are 
goiŶg to ďegiŶ leadership rotaioŶ iŶ the EǆeĐuiǀe 
Coŵŵitee aŶd of OiĐers. We ǁill depeŶd oŶ our 

Coŵŵitees aŶd Meŵďer OrgaŶizaioŶs to ĐarrǇ oŶ aŶd deǀelop the CVO ŵissioŶ. The 
VeteraŶs AgaiŶst VioleŶĐe Coŵŵitee ǁill ďe ŵeeiŶg at ϭϬ AM oŶ SaturdaǇ, JaŶuarǇ ϭϬth 
to deǀelop its strategǇ iŶ ĐoŵďaiŶg urďaŶ ǀioleŶĐe. VeteraŶs haǀe kŶoǁŶ aŶd kŶoǁ it has 
Ŷo plaĐe iŶ our ĐoŵŵuŶiies aŶd oŶ our streets. The VeteraŶs Afairs Coŵŵitee has de-
ǀeloped a paŵphlet outliŶiŶg the CVO VeteraŶs Prograŵ. It ǁill ďe aǀailaďle shortlǇ. The 
HoŵelessŶess Coŵŵitee has also ďeeŶ aĐiǀe, deǀelopiŶg VeteraŶs’ resourĐes iŶ the Aus-
iŶ CoŵŵuŶitǇ. Support CVO! We hope to see Ǉou at our JaŶuarǇ ŵeeiŶg! 
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WRITE FOR THE CVO NEWSLETTER! 

Submissions to the CVO Newsletter should be pertinent to veterans and their families and reflect the 

member   ship and mission of CVO. We reserve the right to refuse any submission. We may edit 

submissions but will strive to not change the content. Edited versions will be resent to the submitter 

for consideration. Articles should be 150 to 170 words in length. 

Submit articles to Newsletter@CoalitionofVets.org or mail to: CVO 1658 N Milwaukee Ave, Box 365 

Chicago, IL 60647 Our website is www.CoalitionofVets.org and the CVO Newsletter can be down-

loaded there. If you want to clarify your preference for an email version or a hard copy, please email 

us at Newsletter@CoalitionofVets.org stating your preference. 
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Coalition of Veterans Organizations Meeting at Jesse Brown VA.   

November 15, 2014  

CVO Abundio Zaragosa, Connie Edwards 

 

CVO Abundio Zaragosa, Connie Edwards, Darryl Howard, 

Ray Parish 

Christopher LaFayelle , Kim McGraw from Mission 

Continues.org, 

        Ray Parish, Larry E. Nazimek, other members 





555th Parachute Infantry Battalion 

 

In 1943 and 1944 twenty young Africa- American U. S. 

Army enlisted men trained as parachutists.  They were 

pioneers because ‘Coloreds’ were not considered intelli-
gent enough or brave enough to serve in combat. 

Sixteen of them completed training and were award-

ed the silver wings of qualified parachutists in spite of 

being subjected to treatment designed to make them fail.   

The battalion did not serve overseas during WWII.  

One of the reasons for this decision was segregation.  

European theater commanders “simply had no use” for 
the black jumpers.   

In 1944 and 1945 Japan sent 9000 fire balloons to-

ward the western coast of North America.  1000 reached 

the United States.  Each balloon dropped an incendiary 

bomb. The 555th not only put out these fires but also 

fought other fires, engaging in over 1200 missions.  Their 

accomplishments were considered exemplary.   

In 1947 they reformed as the 3rd Battalion, 505th Air-

borne Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division.  Many 

former 555th members fought bravely in the Korean War.  

The men of the 555th were pioneers who proved that brav-

ery, courage, and strength have no color.  They opened 

the doors for the many black women and men who have 

served our country so gallantly.    



 

 

CVO Executive Committee 

Dr. Bruce Parry 
CVO Chair 

Abundio ‘Al’ Zaragoza 
CVO Co-Chair 

David Rogers 
Director 

Dr. Connie Edwards  
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Darryl Howard 
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Taalibdin Shabazz 
Director 

Dr. Stacy Henderson 
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To all the CVO members and their families  


