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The “Deuce Four” consisted of the 77th Combat Engineer Company, the 159th Field Artil-
lery, the 12th Military Police, the 24th Medical Company and the 291°% Band, which was in-
corporated into front line units once they arrive in Korea, such was the demands for rifle-
men.

On the weekend of July 16, 2014, the 24th Infantry Regiment Combat Team Association will
convene in Augusta, Georgia for their 28th Annual reunion. The 24th Infantry RCT was the
U.S. Army’s last all Black Combat Unit, which was deactivated on October 1, 1951 after 83
years (1868 to 1951) of continuous service.

The unit's last 14 months were served during the first months of the Korean war. before be-
ing deactivated, the unit lost over 900 killed in action (KIA) out of a force of 3,000. This
does not count the wounded and missing in action.

The 24th Infantry RCT was one of the most decorated combat units to have fought in the war.
The unit won the first victory of the war in a town called Yechon, located in the Pusan pe-
rimeter.

CVO member Steve Nelson represents Veterans For Peace. He isa U. S. Ar-
my Vietnam veteran who experienced the deaths of American and Vietnamese
people in 1968 and 1969. He and an lrag War veteran who was severely injured

from an IED are part of a veterans’ group called Transforming Trauma. They
shared their stories of healing during meetings with young people in Englewood.

What they found in learning about each other was common shared life expe-
riences. Violence is the same whether in the streets of Chicago, the desert of Iraq,
or the jungle in Vietnam. We all feel fear, anger, pain, and despair. Most im-
portantly, we must help each other.

Everyone told their stories, encouraged each other, and recognized that re-

covery and healing often take years. The goal of finding one’s own peace is worth

the effort. These young people have lost so many friends and family members to
gun violence. They deserve all the best we can provide.
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CAPS: CHICAGO'S ALTERNATIVE POLICING STRATEGY By Larry Nazimek

There are various ways in which we can get involved in the fight for our neighborhoods. One can join a community based organization, that is, if there happens to
be one in your neighborhood. If there isn't one, you can try to organize one, but that can be difficult. You will need to attract others who want to get involved, and
once you get going, you will need to build the group and earn the respect of the police and city officials.

Fortunately, if you live in Chicago, there is already a structure in place where you can get involved through Chicago's Community Policing Program: CAPS. The
City is broken down into Police Districts, and these districts are further broken down into sectors, which are further broken down into beats, with police officers
assigned to each beat. The size and shape vary, depending on the population density and crime rate. The 25th (Grand Central) District, for example, has three
sectors: 10, 20, and 30. Each sector consists of 5 beats. Beat 2524 (bounded by Diversey, Central Park, Fullerton, and Kilbourn), for example, is in the District's
20 sector, and "2524" appears on the placard on top of that Beat's car.

Beat meetings had been monthly, but when former Supt. Jody Weis cut back on the number of police officers assigned to the Community Policing Offices (the
offices that deal with the public and run the CAPS Program), the frequency of most beat meetings was cut back to bi-monthly.

These meetings are attended by (at least) an officer from the district's Community Policing Office and the on-duty Beat Officers. In addition, there are often repre-
sentatives of the aldermen and city agencies. Citizens attend these meetings to discuss crime issues. They may report on an issue, such as a location from
which drugs are being sold, only to find that the officers are already aware of it, but may need additional information from the citizens, such as where the drugs
are being stashed or when they are being sold. The police can't do the job alone; they need the assistance of the citizens, their "eyes and ears." We provide the
intelligence. This is the direct opposite of the "don't snitch" policy that exists in failed neighborhoods.

At these meetings, citizens get to know one another and strategize. Block clubs are often formed. A citizen is designated as the "Beat Facilitator," who is tasked
with running the beat meetings. Other citizens may volunteer for various duties. Depending on the number and dedication of the citizens, marches, positive
loitering, or other tactics may be carried out. Training is available.

Citizens whose only previous interaction with the police may have been an unwarranted traffic stop by an irate officer will now look at the police as the ones who
are there to work with them in keeping their neighborhoods safe.

It only makes sense that we vets get involved in the fight for our communities. We know how to deal with the enemy, regardless of who that enemy might

be. Gang members aren't going to scare us away, although they may have caused many of our neighbors to abandon their neighborhoods and retreat to the
suburbs. We don't run away from problems; we confront them. We have the leadership skills and experience in getting things done and cutting through bureau-
cracy that are often sorely missing from neighborhoods.

To find out more about CAPS: https://portal.chicagopolice.org/portal/page/portal/ClearPath/Get%20Involved/How%20CAPS%20works/What%20is %
20CAPS. From this site, you can enter your home address to see what district and beat you are in, but even if that function of the page is not working, you can
call 311 or any police station for that information. Your district's Community Policing Office will be able to tell you the location and time of your beat's meeting.

Larry E. Nazimek
2733 N. Monticello Ave.
Chicago, IL 60647-1131
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Attached is the response to CVO's letter to the VA for
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